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Ski Beach Improvements are Complete 
 

The City Commission and community leaders celebrated the completion of 
improvements at Ski Beach in Venetian Gardens on November 13th.  The ribbon 
cutting marked a major milestone in the City’s efforts to bring new life to the park. 

 
This project, Phase II of the Venetian Gardens Master Plan, includes many 
enhancements to expand and promote this great passive recreational area.  
Improvements at Ski Beach include a walking path, decorative fencing, historic 
lighting, landscaping, beach area, 
restrooms and boat ramp. 
 

Commissioners approved the multi-phased Venetian Gardens Master Plan after 
holding several workshops and receiving input from Leesburg residents.  Phase 
I and II, which encompass the Kids Korner playground, Rogers Park splash pad 
and Ski Beach improvements, are now complete.  Phase III is underway and 
includes the beautification of the grounds around Dozier Circle, a waterfront 
restaurant pad and new community center. 
 

 
City Commission  

Welcomes New Member 
 

In January, the City Commission will be joined by its newest 
member, Mike Pederson.  Commissioner Pederson was 
elected in November to represent Seat 4, one of two At-
Large Districts in the City.  
 

Commissioners Dan Robuck, III (At-Large, Seat 5) and John 
Christian (District 2) were both re-elected.  All three 
commissioners will be sworn in during the organizational 
meeting on January 7th.  Commissioners Elise Dennison and 
Jay Hurley round out the five-member panel. 
 

For questions or concerns, Commissioners can be reached 
by calling 352-728-9786 ext. 1100 or via e-mail at 
commissioners@leesburgflorida.gov.  

 

 
 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Commemoration Events 

 

January 4th:  CommUNITY Breakfast  7am-9am 
Morrison United Methodist Church 
 

January 5th:  Dare2Care Hope for the Cure  9am-1pm 
Mt. Olive Progressive Baptist Church 
 

January 6th:  Ecumenical Service   6pm-8pm 
St. Stephens AME Church 
 

January 12th:  12th Annual MLK Parade/March  11am 
Main Street, Downtown Leesburg 
 

January 18th:  14th Annual Student Literacy Contest 
Awards Ceremony  6pm-7:45pm   
Lake Sumter State College 

  
 

Daylight Savings Time starts on March 10, 2019 
Remember to Spring forward and set your clocks ahead 1 hour 



Leesburg Electric Implements 
New Trouble Reporting System 

 

The Leesburg Electric Department’s new Trouble Reporting 
System is scheduled to go live on January 2, 2019.  This system 
will speed up restoration times by automating the process for 
customers calling to report trouble.  The new number to call to 
report outages is 1-833-223-1313.  
 

You will need the account number or telephone number 
associated with the utility account to use this system.  Keeping 
your phone number up to date will expedite the reporting 
process.  Please take the time to log into your account at 
www.leesburgflorida.gov or call Customer Service at 352-728-
9800 to update your information. 
 

Leesburg Electric customers should continue using 352-728-
9830 for all non-emergency and business related inquiries such 
as reporting a malfunctioning street light, service upgrades and 
general electrical inquiries. 
 

     Natural Gas Safety  
 

*Be cautious around any open flame with loose clothing, dish 
towels and such.  Make sure a sweater sleeve or loose clothing 
didn’t get caught on the knob and turn the gas on slightly.  
   

*GAS LEAK:  If you smell gas (that rotten egg smell) call the gas 
department at 352-728-9840 immediately. This number is 
answered 24 hours a day including holidays and weekends. 
Please refrain from using anything that causes a spark until the 
suspected leak is investigated. 
 

*CARBON MONOXIDE:  If you become dizzy, nauseous, have 
blurred vision or experience headaches with flu-like symptoms 
call the gas department at 352-728-9840 immediately.  If you 
experience any of these symptoms, please get to fresh air and 
seek attention quickly. 

 

Leesburg Recreation News 
 

Baseball and softball signups are open for 
ages 5-16 until January 29th.  Leagues are 

available from T-ball through kid-pitch.  Games are played at 
Susan Street or Sleepy Hollow, depending on league.  
 

Start Smart Sports Development signups run through January 
18th.  This proven instructional program prepares 3-5 year olds 
for organized sports.  Parents work with their children to learn 
basic skills such as throwing, catching, kicking and batting. 
 

A nature hike is scheduled for March 9th from 9am-11am.  This 
is the first offering in a series of four nature programs which 
are designed to allow the youth of Leesburg to experience the 
natural resources in and around our community.  
 

Flag Football Signups take place through May 29th.  This 
program is played in a co-ed 5 on 5, non-contact format and all 
players get involved in the action. Games begin in June. 
 

For more information and to register for activities, please 

contact the Recreation Department at 352-728-9885.  

 Fire Hydrant and Flow  
   Testing Begins in January 

 

The City of Leesburg Fire Department will start its annual fire 
hydrant testing and maintenance program on January 7th, 
2019.   Testing is expected to take place Monday thru Friday, 
8:00am – 5:00pm, and should be completed by April 19th, 
2019.  Signs will be posted in testing areas prior to hydrant 
flushing. 
 

This program allows the City to identify the quantity of water 
available for firefighting purposes and serves to rid the water 
distribution system of accumulations of sedimentation 
deposits. The fire hydrant testing and maintenance includes 
capturing flow readings, flushing of the fire hydrant and line, 
cleaning and painting and documenting any inefficiency found.  
 
Citizens who experience any unusual water clarity problems 
after the hydrants are flushed are encouraged to turn on a 
cold-water faucet outside of the house and let it run for 5 to 
10 minutes. This will normally clear up the agitated water from 
the service line to the home. Sediment may accumulate in the 
lines which can cause discoloration in laundry. It is 
recommended to check that both the hot and cold laundry 
water is clear before washing. 
 

If water quality does not improve or further problems occur, 
contact the City of Leesburg Public Works Department by 
calling (352) 728-9835. 

 
32nd Annual Miss Leesburg 

Scholarship Program 

 
For information on employment opportunities with the City of 

Leesburg, please visit the Human Resources page of our website at 
www.leesburgflorida.gov 

 

Little Miss Leesburg Raeleigh Yomtob, Teen Miss Leesburg 
Brooke Crenshaw, Tiny Miss Leesburg Paisley Burns, Miss 
Leesburg Jenna Croft, Junior Miss Leesburg Alexis Farkus 


